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Effectiveness of the Progressive Era Reformers
	The progressive era in the US was a time of great social ferment and characterized by so many political upheavals. During this time, the state’s nature effectively developed in several facets and through different processes. Significant changes were evident in the country’s social, cultural, political, and economic status institutions. Among the critical areas that reformed in the progressive era, as discussed below, included state and federal government, and the workplace.
	To begin with, Robert La Follette, through his Wisconsin Idea, advocated for state-level reforms to the electoral procedures. Robert aimed at reforming the mechanisms and exercises of politics to break political parties' hold. One of the critical proposals in the Wisconsin Idea was the replacement of existing party control of all nominations by a popular direct primary (Flanagan, 5). Furthermore, in the plan, there was also advocation for the government to give voters the power to initiate legislation, to hold referenda on proposed legislation, and to retract elected leaders. The Wisconsin state effectively adopted the initiative in 1911 and other states, too, including Oregon. 
	Political reformers actively advocated for good government by experts. The political progressives were against the governing system in which only faithful party supporters filled the administrative offices. Through their local civic federations, municipal reform leagues, city clubs, and municipal research bureaus, the reformers advocated for shifting to a merit-based government led by experts. A theoretical nonpartisan appointed commission or city manager system was to be entitled by providing the experts. Some of the critical proposals included replacing district elected city councils with citywide at-large elections and strong mayor system creation. According to Flanagan (6), through their reforms, some cities like Texas and Galveston successfully adopted the commission and city-manager government.
	In the workplace, according to Khan academy (par. 2), progressive reformers aimed to regulate private industries and offer considerable protection to workers. The social justice progressives aimed to ban child labor and provide security for the children's health and education. In their argument, they warned that a society could not progress without ending child labor. Notably, their efforts paid off, leading to Congress establishing a federal Children's Bureau entitled to investigate children's condition throughout the country (Flanagan, 3). Subsequently, Congress passed the Child labor act, which offered protection to the children.
Another active reformer in the workplace was the National Consumers' League (NCL, 1899), which practiced participatory democracy. The league that arose from earlier working women's societies investigated workplace conditions. Besides, it encouraged women to force manufactures to institute new standards of production through the use of their consumer-purchasing power. Important to note, the league awarded manufacturers that proved to be practicing ethical employment standards. Despite NCL tactics being voluntary, Flanagan reports that it attracted more women and the Leagues' continuous effort paid off in the New Deal Legislation.
Women suffrage, one of the crucial achievements in the progressive era reforms, did prove not only democratic rights but also improved the workplace conditions. Even though it never provided the political power women hoped for, the female social justice Progressives occupied significant positions in the New Deal administration (Flanagan, 5). In consequence, the women participated in the writing of minimum wage and maximum hour laws, national anti-child labor legislation, aid to dependent children, among other acts. The legislations eventually helped improve workplace conditions. 
	The Progressive Era reformers arose as a result of the adverse effects of industrialization. Reinstated, they had a plan of regulating the private industry, protect workers and consumers, improve the governing systems, and ultimately improve US citizens' social life. Eventually, their reforms indeed proved useful in the majority of their focus areas, including workplace, and state and federal government, as illustrated above.
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